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SUBJECT: JORDAN POTASH PROJECT 

REF: STATE 137357 

1 . WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT AND THE 
DEAD SEA WORKS WOULD BE PLEASED TO COOPERATE WITH JORDAN 
IN DEAD SEA POTASH EXTRACTION. MFA OFFICIALS TOLD US LAST 
YEAR THAT THEY WERE VERY INTERESTED IN FOLLOWING UP ON 
PRINCE HASSAN'S REPORTED INTEREST IN A COOPERATIVE VENTURE. 

THEY DID NOT INDICATE WHAT THEY MIGHT ASK IN RETURN FOR 
ISRAELI KNOW-HOW. HOWEVER, FROM THOSE DISCUSSIONS AND 
THE RECENT MAQARIN DAM TALKS, WE HAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT 
THAT THE ISRAELIS CONTINUE TO SEE SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL 
ADVANTAGE IN WORKING WITH THE JORDANIANS. WE BELIEVE THAT 
THE NEW BEGIN GOVERNMENT WOULD ALSO FAVOR SUCH A PROJECT. 

2. BY COINCIDENCE. ONLY A FEW WEEKS AGO WHEN EMBOFFS 
WERE VISITING THE DEAD SEA WORKS. COMPANY ONFICIALS 
VOLUNTEERED THAT COOPERATION WITH JORDAN WOULD MAKE POSS- 
IBLE A MORE RATIONAL USE OF THE LOWER DEAD SEA OPERATION. 

THEY NOTED, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THE FRESH WATER FROM JORDAN- 
IAN WADIS, WHICH NOW FLOWS INTO A SWAMPY AREA TO 
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BREED MOSQUITOES, COULD BE PUT TO GOOD USE IN THE POTASH 
PRODUCTION PROCESS. IN SUM, THESE OFFICIALS GAVE THE 
CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT THEY WOULD WELCOME COOPERATION 
WITH THE JORDANIANS. 

3. AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, THE DEAD SEA WORKS 
LTD. (POTASH, SALT AND MAGNESIUM CHLORIDE) IS A DIVISION 
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OF ISRAEL CHEMICAL, LTD., ISRAEL'S LARGE STATE 

OWNED CHEMICAL CONGLOMERATE. DR. SHEKARCHI, BUREAU OF 
MINES, VISITED THE DEAD SEA WORKS IN APRIL AND CAN PRO- 
VIDE ADDITIONAL FIRST-HAND INFORMATION IF DESIRED 
(STATE 46368). 
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